
Section 111: Edith Nourse Rogers STEM Scholarship FAQ’s 

What are School Certifying Official responsibilities?  
Schools will need to provide the following information to the Buffalo Regional 
Processing Office (RPO) when VA is in receipt of a student application for STEM: 

• Program Name 
• Credit Hours Completed  
• How many credit hours does the program require to complete 
• Has the student earned an undergrad degree and is enrolled in a program 

leading to a teaching certification 

This information will not be reported by the applicant on their application and will need 
to be certified by the School Certifying Official (SCO) for the applicant to be considered. 
If the SCO does not provide this information, VA will be unable to determine the 
applicant’s eligibility and their application will not be approved. 

For STEM enrollments, SCOs should report only tuition and fees charged, less any 
scholarships. VA is not authorized to pay Yellow Ribbon. 
 
How should SCOs provide required information to VA? 

• Application: Program information (student name, program name, credit hours, 
etc.) should be sent to STEM.VBABUF@va.gov. VA will notify SCOs by mail, 
phone, and/or email when a student at their school applies for the STEM 
scholarship and replying through any of those channels is acceptable. 

 
• Claims: STEM enrollments should be submitted via VA-ONCE using the 22-

1999, and any amendments should likewise be submitted using the 22-1999b 
following the current Post-9/11 GI Bill process. There is a ‘STEM’ indicator on the 
form that SCOs should use to identify STEM claims and ensure they are 
processed by the appropriate team at the Buffalo RPO. 

 
NOTE: Scholarship recipients can only use their STEM benefits once they have 
exhausted their Post-9/11 GI Bill benefits. Each student’s STEM Certificate of 
Eligibility (COE) will list the projected date of exhaustion, or it will specify that the 
recipient has already exhausted.  

 
What does the STEM Scholarship provide?  
The Edith Nourse Rogers STEM scholarship provides up to nine months of additional 
Post-9/11 GI Bill benefits or a total of $30,000, whichever is less. VA will not be 
authorized to issue any Yellow Ribbon payments under this scholarship.  
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Which students may be eligible for the scholarship? 

• An Eligible Individual must have exhausted, or will within 180 days exhaust their 
Post-9/11 GI Bill benefits,  

• Must belong to one of two qualifying groups: 
o Are studying for a post-secondary STEM degree that requires at least the 

standard 120 semester (or 180 quarter) credit hours for completion in a 
standard, undergraduate college degree in an approved program.  

o Have a post-secondary STEM degree and are currently enrolled in a 
teaching certificate program. 

• Must have completed at least 60 standard semester (or 90 quarter) credit hours 
in their STEM program.  

• Priority will be given to  
o individuals who are entitled to 100 percent of Post-9/11 GI Bill benefits,  
o to those that require the most credit hours to complete their program, 
o and who have not transferred their eligibility to a family member or 

dependent. 
• Veteran or Fry Scholar. TOE recipients are not eligible. 
• Active duty service members are eligible but will not receive housing while on 

active duty and using the Rogers STEM Scholarship. 
 

 
What is a STEM degree, and what types of programs are eligible for the 
scholarship? 
STEM generally stands for “Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math,” and VA will 
accept applicants pursuing degrees in:  

• Biological or biomedical science;  
• physical science;  
• science technologies or technicians;  
• computer and information science and support services;  
• mathematics or statistics;  
• engineering; engineering technologies or an engineering-related field;  
• a health profession or related program;  
• a medical residency program;  
• an agriculture science program or natural resources science program;  
• or other subjects and fields identified by VA as meeting national needs.  

 
• Students who already have a post-secondary degree in one of these fields can 

still qualify if they are pursuing a teaching certification. 
 
 



When does this go into effect? 
This expansion becomes effective on August 1, 2019, and VA will begin accepting 
applications at that time. Although applicants in the first year will not receive eligibility 
determinations until November 2019, scholarships will be back-dated to the August 1, 
2019, effective date of the program for recipients who exhaust their benefits before they 
receive their determination. 
 
All scholarships must be used within two years of the Scholarship Effective Date or any 
remaining entitlement and funds will be lost. VA may consider extending that timeline if 
you can show a good cause for an extension, such as a call to active duty. 
 
How will payments be made? 
The STEM scholarship is a continuation of Post-9/11 GI Bill benefits and will be 
delivered the same way using existing forms to simplify the application and claims 
processes.  
 
How does VA decide who gets the scholarship? 
VA will collect applications beginning August 1, 2019, and will rank order all eligible 
recipients, with priority going to those who have the most credit hours remaining, who 
have the highest benefit level, and who have not transferred their eligibility. Priority 
determinations are done on a case by case basis. Funding is capped on an annual 
basis, so VA cannot guarantee that all eligible applicants will receive a scholarship.  

Priority Matrix Points:  

• Beneficiaries that require the most credit hours toward completing a STEM 
degree or STEM Teaching Certificate receive more points 

• Beneficiaries that have the highest benefit level receive more points  
• Beneficiaries that have transferred their Chapter 33 benefits receive fewer points  
• Beneficiaries that the least amount of Chapter 33 benefits remaining receive 

more points 
• Beneficiaries that have a STEM degree and pursing a STEM Teaching Certificate 

receive more points.  

Each requirement is reviewed for a determination on priority 

What happens if one of my students is called back to active duty or disenrolls 
after receiving the scholarship? 
VA will only pay scholarship benefits while the student remains enrolled in the program 
for which they received the award. Any partial months or reductions in course load will 
be prorated accordingly. Calls to active duty will extend the Scholarship Termination 
Date by the length of the call-up, plus four additional months to allow for a smooth 
transition. 
 
 



What happens to transfer students who switch to another school or program? 
Scholarship recipients will only be able to receive support if they transfer to a new 
school while pursuing the same degree. If the recipient transfers to a different degree 
program at the same school or at a new school, STEM benefits will terminate as soon 
as they stop pursuing the degree under which they originally applied for the scholarship. 
 
For payments to be made, the new school will need to certify the enrollment of the 
student.  The SCO at the new school would need to submit the program information on 
the confirmation notification letter. To confirm enrollment in a STEM program and to 
maintain entitlement to the STEM Scholarship.  
.  
 


